GRANT PROGRAM SUMMARY

OVERVIEW OF GROWTH POTENTIAL OF

GENERAL AVIATION AIRPORTS IN NORTHERN NEVADA

BACKGROUND

Nevada Department of Transportation (NDOT) has issued a grant program to conduct an overview of the growth potential of general aviation airports in northern Nevada.  This program follows on a recent study by University of Nevada, Reno Small Business Development Center (SBDC), that estimated the economic impact that general aviation airports currently contribute to their communities.  This grant program is being conducted by Northern Nevada Development Authority (NNDA) under subcontract to the University of Nevada, Reno.  The overall objective of the grant is to assist general aviation airports to carefully evaluate their planning for future development of their facility, and will help focus on three issues:

· What impact will local and regional development have on airport services.

· How will the rapid growth of the state and increased urbanization of rural counties influence the role of the airport.

· What resources are available to the airport to build capacity and implement growth strategies.

DISCUSSION

The general aviation public access airports within the grant framework are shown in the attached table. These airports vary widely in infrastructure, and by virtue of location vary greatly in their market potential for growth.  Most have at least a basic plan for development, but these plans are often limited by lack of staff or funds.  However, recent state legislation, described below, provides a unique opportunity for interested airports to accelerate their planning and implementation of realistic growth strategies.

The terms of the grant program provide for a preliminary review of the economic development potential of each general aviation airport in northern Nevada.  Market position involves local usage patterns, regional development, and community interests.  In addition to local operations, it is important for general aviation airports to understand that  they are part of a transportation network that is now beneficial - and could become critical - to the region and the state.  The State of Nevada is growing rapidly, and it is unlikely that new general aviation airports will be added to the network of airports that currently exist.  Designated airspace is a valuable asset and needs to be protected and maintained. What might appear to be a minor airport with a purely local interest could become a significant player in a growing region.  As each airport evaluates its likely future, it should consider this larger mission.  For example, is there a role to be played in disaster preparedness, or medical evacuation planning, or the general needs of homeland security.  A broader perspective is essential to effective growth strategies.

The financing of airport improvements is key to orderly growth.  The major source of funding for improvements is the Airport Improvement Program (AIP), funded by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) through NDOT.  Some airports are taking advantage of these funds, but others do not have the resources to identify realistic programs nor the funds to meet the matching fund requirements.  The Nevada legislature took a giant step in bridging this void by passing the Nevada Aviation Trust Fund, and appropriating $500,000 to implement the program.  These funds can be used as matching funds for federal programs by any general aviation airport in Nevada.  This is a huge opportunity to implement infrastructure additions and planning programs that have been out of reach to many airports.  However, this opportunity carries with it the responsibility to define realistic programs, put them into a long-term planning framework, and get grant requests submitted.  As you probably know, the funds have an expiration date.  More significant, there is no approval or implementation procedure in the legislation, so processing will be slow.  Finally, this is a one-time appropriation.  There is no assurance that these funds will be supplemented in later years, and that decision will be made based on how the funds will be recycled and whether airports come to the table to take advantage of the opportunity.  Under these circumstances, the ball is squarely in the court of the general aviation airports, at whose request the trust fund was enacted.  That is a challenge that should be taken seriously.  

Contact is planned with each airport to acquaint operators and local governments with the objectives of this program and to determine their interest in participating in the effort.   

The principal investigator on this program is Michael Licciardello.  He can be reached at 775-787-1899, cell 775-848-3380, fax 775-787-1811, e-mail at mikelic@charter.net.

Please feel free to contact him with questions, comments, and contact information.

